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The territory of Kresna Municipality is distinguished by significant landscape

and biological diversity, due to both the specific natural and geographical
conditions of this part of the country and the relatively limited anthropogenic
impacts on the environment.
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The following protected areas and protected
sites fall (in whole or in part) within the
boundaries of the municipality:
1.

Pirin National Park;

2.

Bayuvi dupki – Dzhindzhiritsa Reserve;

3.

Tisata Nature Reserve;

4.

Kresna Gorge Protected Area;

5.

Moravska Protected Area;

6.

Natural habitat of Plane tree Protected Area;

7.

Natural habitat of Plane tree – Buyna Protected Area;

8.

Natural habitat of Plane tree – Kuchkarnika Protected Area;

9.

Sharaliyska Cave Natural landmark;

10.

Protected site BG0000366 Kresna - Ilindentsi under Habitats Directive;

11.

Protected site BG0000209 Pirin under Habitats Directive and Birds Directive;

12.

Protected site BG0002003 Kresna under Birds Directive;

13.

Protected site BG0002126 Pirin buffer under Birds Directive.

Pirin National Park


Kresna

is

one

of

seven

municipalities in the district of
Blagoevgrad that are included in
Pirin National Park.


Around 15% of the territory of

Pirin National Park falls within the
administrative

boundaries

Kresna Municipality.

of

Pirin National Park


About 76% of the park territory in

the municipality belongs to the forest
fund, and the rest - to the agricultural
fund.


Of the tree species, Pinus sylvestris

is the most common - 51.6%, followed
by Pinus peuce - 31.7%, and almost
equally Picea abies, Fagus sylvatica,
Abies alba and Populus tremula


The park includes one of the oldest

reserves in Bulgaria – Bayuvi Dupki –
Dzhindzhiritsa.

Bayuvi dupki – Dzhindzhiritsa Reserve


Bayuvi
dupki
–
Dzhindzhiritsa
Reserve is declared in 1934. This
was done to preserve its natural
relict Macedonian Pine and Bosnian
Pine forests and the great variety of
plant and animal species living in it.



In 1977 Bayuvi dupki – Dzhindzhiritsa
was added to the list of biosphere
reserves of the Man and the
Biosphere Programme of UNESCO.



The reserve is
endemic plants,
and in similar
rupicapra) is the

home to approximately 500 higher plant species, 55
and many species included in the Red Book of Bulgaria
European and global lists. The chamois (Rupicapra
symbol of the biosphere reserve.

Tisata Nature Reserve


The aim of Tisata is to preserve the largest assortment of Greek junipers
(Juniperus excelsa) in the country.



There is an exceptionally rich biological diversity within the territory of the
reserve. Some of the animal species that inhabit the territory of Tisata Nature
Reserve are only found in that region or have a limited distribution.



The English yew (Taxus baccata), an endangered species, is characteristic of
Tisata and is included in Bulgaria's Red Book of endangered species.
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Tisata Nature Reserve


The reserve is of international importance when it comes to bird conservation and
is one of the five regions in Bulgaria that have been designated to preserve species
typical of the Mediterranean biogeographical region. Tisata Nature Reserve is home
to over 109 species of birds, 62 of which are of conservation concern.



Birds that nest in Tisata include the Oenanthe hispanica, Alectoris graeca,
Hippolais olivetorum, Sylvia melanocephala, Circaetus gallicus and others.



Tisata Nature Reserve is home to 11 out of the total 16 snake species that have
been found on Bulgarian territory.
Oenanthe hispanica
Photo: Emil Enchev

Sylvia melanocephala

Kresna Gorge Protected Area



•

•

•
•

The Kresna Gorge is located in the Blagoevgrad area, south of the town of Kresna. It
was formed from the incision of Struma river between the Pirin and Malashevska
mountains, where the river sculpted a beautiful 16-kilometer long canyon.
The Kresna Gorge is:
one of the richest in wild plants
and animals in Bulgaria (some of
which are included in the Red
Book);
part of the ecological network
"Natura 2000";
KORINE-place;
place
with
ornithological
importance according to the
criteria of Birdlife International.

Moravska Protected Area


Moravska Protected Area is located
in the Maleshevska Mountain, 2 km
west of Kresna.



This
is
the
second
largest
assortment of protected species
Greek junipers (Juniperus excelsa)
in Bulgaria after the Tisata Nature
Reserve.
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Natural habitat of Plane tree, Natural habitat of
Plane tree – Buyna and Natural habitat of Plane tree –
Kuchkarnika Protected Areas


These three protected areas are natural habitats of plane trees over 300
years old, located in the surroundings of the village of Gorna Breznitsa in the
Maleshevska Mountain.

Photo: https://kresna.org/

Sharaliyska Cave Natural landmark


Sharaliyska Cave Natural landmark was declared in order to protect a cave, which
is a habitat of rare animal species (bats, invertebrates, etc.).
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Protected site BG0000366 Kresna Ilindentsi under Habitats Directive


The site is like a buffer zone to the west of Pirin National Park. Unique biodiversity is
concentrated in the site.



There are representatives of preglacial Mediterranean vegetation and fauna in the site,
as well as relict glacial species in the higher parts. The site includes the northern
boundary of distribution of many species and mediteranean communities, including
communities of Platanus orientalis, Querqus coccifera, Phillyrea media, Juniperus
excelsa.



The riparian forests of Alnus glutinosa and Salix sp. and riparian forest of Platanus
orientalis forms one of the most qualiatative riparian galleries in the country.

Protected site BG0000366 Kresna Ilindentsi under Habitats Directive


"Kresna-Ilindentsi" is one of the most valuable for protection of ihtiofauna,
herpethofauna and natural habitats. The natural river system of the mountain is of
great importance for the fish migration.



In this protected site there is a complex of 3 caves ("Zandana“) in which breeding
colonies of horseshoe bats (Rhinolophus spp.) and migration groups of other bats
species have been observed.

Rhinolophus spp., Photo: NMNHS-BAS

Protected site BG0000209 Pirin under
Habitats Directive and Birds Directive


Pirin is a territory with a high biological diversity. The uniqueness of Pirin comes
from its relative isolation from the other mountain chains. In terms of flora, Pirin
is among the most unique Bulgarian and Balkan mountain ranges.



Pirin has European value as a center for protection of many rare, endemic and
protected species of flora, vegetation, medicinal plants and fishes. Pirin`s
endemic species are fourteen higher plants, which is more than half of all the
Bulgarian endemic plants



Pirin has been inscribed as one of
the 114 Important Plant Areas of
Bulgaria under the criteria of
occurrence of threatened species,
threatened habitats and floral
richness
Photo: http://natura2000.moew.government.bg

Protected site BG0002003 Kresna
under Birds Directive


Kresna is place with ornithological importance that is located in southwestern Bulgaria
along the valley of the river Struma in the area of the Kresna Gorge. The region of
Kresna supports 147 bird species, 22 of which are listed in the Red Data Book for
Bulgaria.



The Kresna Gorge is situated on the migration route Via Aristotelis and it is of regional
importance for migrating birds mainly passerines and birds of prey, but also
waterbirds.

Protected site BG0002003 Kresna
under Birds Directive


Kresna is of global importance as a representative example for the Mediterranean
biome. 8 biome-restricted bird species, typical for the Mediterranean biome occur
there: Rock Partridge (Alectoris graeca), Olive-tree Warbler (Hippolais olivetorum),
Masked Shrike (Lanius nubicus), Black-headed bunting (Emberiza melanocephala),
Black-eared Wheatear (Oenanthe hispanica), Subalpine Warbler (Sylvia cantillans),
Sardinian Warbler (Sylvia melanocephala) and Rock Nuthatch (Sitta neumayer).



For the Levant Sparrowhawk (Accipiter
brevipes) the region of Kresna is one of
the most important breeding sites in
Bulgaria.

Accipiter brevipes, Photo: Nikolai Staykov

Protected site BG0002126 Pirin buffer
under Birds Directive


The protected site is home to 17 bird species from Annex I of the Birds Directive and 20
species of migratory birds (also included in Annex I of the Directive) are passing through its
territory.



The site supports nationally significant populations of the European Honey Buzzard (Pernis
apivorus), Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus), Boreal Owl (Aegolius funereus), Black
Woodpecker (Dryocopus martius).
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Protected site BG0002126 Pirin buffer
under Birds Directive


Pirin buffer protected site contributes greatly to the conservation of the populations of
the Short-toed Snake Eagle (Circaetus gallicus), Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), Longlegged Buzzard (Buteo rufinus), Hazel Grouse (Bonasa bonasia), Nightjars (Caprimulgus
europaeus), Woodlark (Lullula arborea) and Red-backed Shrike (Lanius collurio).
Buteo rufinus

Caprimulgus europaeus, Photo: Emil Enchev
Circaetus gallicus
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